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Statistical Account of the Markets of London. By Joseph Fletcher, 

Esq., Barrister at Lam, Honorary Secretary. 

[Read before the Statistical Society of London, 17th May, 1847.] 

In the unlettered ages in which tokens, witnesses, and the use of public 
weights and measures, were necessary to the secure transaction of all 
that now appears in every tradesman's books, the holding of a fair or 
market involved the exercise of a jurisdiction of police, and of civil 
and criminal justice in the court of pie poudre, incident to siich a 
concourse; which jurisdiction could not legally be exercised without 
the king's grant or license. The grant of a fair or market was there- 
fore, in fact, a grant of jurisdiction over the traffic of the district which 
it served, the exercise of which was remunerated with a profit by the 
tolls and fines, which belonged to the lord or community to whom the 
grant was made, and formed a property which could not legally be 
invaded by the establishment of any other market within seven miles, 
or the third of a day's journey. 

Hence the common law principle, that to effect a legal transfer of 
goods the bargain must be made in market overt; a term, however, 
which in London, from time immemorial, was held to include every 
shop in the city, for the purposes of its especial trade, and to extend 
to every day of the week, except Sunday. But, in the exercise of 
that intimate interference with trade, which is so remarkable a charac- 
teristic of our early municipal institutions, it was still required that 
all goods sold in gross should be weighed or troned at the king's or 
common beams, iinder the general superintendence of the clerk of the 
market, whose office devolved customarily upon the chief officer, and 
is still nominally held by the Lord Mayor; and a weigh-house existed 
until a comparatively recent period in Eastcheap, in the care of a 
master and other officers, with porters, carts, and horses to fetch the 
goods to be weighed. Before describing the existing markets of the 
city, it will be well, however, to give a brief sketch of those annual 
markets called Fairs, against the erection of which, in the neighbour- 
hood of the city, no customary law held good. 

I^airs were granted by the Crown at an early period to several 
religious houses contiguous to the cities of London and "Westminster; 
but the charter granted to the city, 1 Edw. III. (sect, 12), contains a 
declaration that no market shall be granted by the Crown to be holden 
within seven miles all round about the city, which grant was renewed 
nearly in the same terms by the charter of 14 Charles I.; and under 
these grants the Corporation has always insisted on the necessity- for 
its consent being obtained to the establishment of any market within 
those limits. Even when the Corporation has not opposed bills in 
Parliament for such markets, it has been usual to require their formal 
consent under the city seal before the Act could be passed. 

The once too well-known fair of St. Bartholomew appears to have 
been the only one of the city fairs which survived the Reformation, 
and has always consisted, in fact, of two fairs, held on contiguous 
grounds at the same time; at first for two entire days only, the fairs 
being proclaimed on the eve of St. Bartholomew, and continued during 
the day of St. Bartholomew, and the next morrow. Both these fairs 
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or markets were granted for the purposes of trade; one to the prior 
and convent of St. Bartholomew, " for the clothiers of England and 
drapers of London, who had their booths and standings within the 
churchyard of the priory, closed in with walls and gates, and locked 
every night, and watched for the safety of their goods and wares/' 
and the other to the city of London, consisting of " the standing of 
cattle and stands and booths for goods, with pickage and stallage 
and tolls and profits appertaining to fairs and markets, in the field of 
"West Smithfield." At the dissolution of the monasteries, in the reign 
of Henry VIIL, the right in the first-mentioned fair was sold to Sir 
John Rich, the then Attorney-General, and was enjoyed by his descen- 
dants till the year 1830, when it was purchased from Lord Kensington 
by the Corporation, and is now held by the Chamberlain of London 
and Town Clerk, as trustees; so that in fact all the rights and interests 
in both fairs are now vested in the Corporation*. 

The license for many years granted by the Corporation for moun- 
tebanks, conjurers, &c., to exercise their amusing vagabondism at the 
fair extended to fourteen days, during which period it was for several 
years allowed to be held. "In those times the fair was frequently 
presented by grand juries as a nuisance, and the complaints of sober- 
minded citizens were loud and long-continued against the riotings and 
debaucheries to which it gave rise. The depressed state of the corpora- 
tion revenues at that time compelled them, however, to supply their 
wants by tolerating the continuance of these irregularities; and the 
sword-bearer and other city officers were partly paid out of emolu- 
ments derived from that discreditable source. 

" In consequence of these complaints, various orders were at dif- 
ferent times made by the Corporation for the purpose of limiting and 
regulating the fair; and in the year 1735 in particular, the Court of 
Aldermen resolved ' that Bartholomew Fair shall not exceed Bartho- 
lomew-eve, Bartholomew- day, and the next morrow, and shall be 
restricted to the sale of goods, wares, and merchandises usually sold 
in fairs.' It is at all times difficult, however, by law, to put down the 
ancient customs and practices of the multitude. Hence we find that 
great resistance was offered to the enforcement of tliese regulations. 
In 1760, Mr. Birch, the Deputy City Marshal, lost his life in the 
attempt, and the practices which those regulations were intended to 
prevent, have prevailed more or less to the present timet." 

In 1840, however, the London City Mission memorialized the 
Common Council very strongly on this subject; and their memorial 
having been referred to the Markets' Committee, the latter sought the 
advice of the City Solicitor, from whose report the preceding extracts 
are made. Taking into consideration the improved habits of the 
working classes of the present day, and the success which has attended 
the suppression of May Fair and the Lady Fair, in Southwark, held 
under a grant to the Corporation of London, the City Solicitor recom- 
mended a re-adoption of the measures taken in 1723, in the confident 
anticipation, since it had ceased in any degree to be a fair for actual 
business (to the transaction of which it would thus be almost entirely 

* Report of the City Solicitor to the Markets' Committee, 19th June, 1840. 
Common Council Minutes of 1840, pp. 246-7. 
t Ibid., pp. 246-7. 
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restricted) that many years would not elapse before the Corporation 
might omit to proclaim the fair, and thus suppress it altogether, 
without exciting any of these feelings of discontent and disapprobation 
with which its compulsory abolition would probably be attended. 
This advice was followed by the Committee and the Common Council, 
with a success which has been all but complete. 

Markets. — At iirst the only markets were those assigned in the 
open streets and places, each for particular commodities, and in some 
of which it was required that all -sales by '' foreigners" should take 
place; otherwise the goods were liable to seizure by an officer of the 
Corporation called the " Foreign Taker." Afterwards Blackwell Hall 
was erected contiguous to the Guildhall, for woollen cloth, and others 
elsewhere; but to trace all the changes which have occurred in regard 
to the city markets would far exceed our limits. It must suffice to 
point out that the authority of the Corportion is now restricted merely 
to regulating the hours and taking the tolls of the five which still exist, 
and seeing that they shall be properly disposed, and in a fit condition 
for the resort of the public, and of the dealers in them. Certain regula- 
tions, however, are made under statute, for the drovers of Smithfield, 
as already stated; and statutes of the 10th and 11th of William III., 
c. 24, 33rd of George III., c. 27, and 42nd of George III., c. 8, regu- 
late vessels bringing fish to Billingsgate, from the time of their entrance 
into the river, &c. 

The present city markets, or Corporation markets, are, that of 
Smithfield, on Mondays and Fridays, for horses, cattle, sheep, and 
pigs; and on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays, for hay and straw; 
that of Newgate, between Newgate-street and Paternoster-row, every 
week-day, for butchers' meat, chiefly by wholesale, poultry, and 
fruit; that of Leadenhall, under the walls of the India House, every 
week-day, but especially on Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday, for 
butchers meat, chiefly by wholesale, poultry, fish, and vegetables, and 
on Mondays and Fridays for leather and raw hides; Farringdon 
Market, on the west side of Farringdon Street, formerly occupied by 
Fleet Market, on every week-day, but especially Tuesday, Thursday, 
and Saturday, for butchers' meat, vegetables, and fruit; and that of 
Billingsgate, in Lower Thames-street, on every week-day, for fish. 
In fact, all the markets are simply provision markets, with the excep- 
tion of the Smithfield markets for cattle and provender, and the 
Leadenhall markets for hides and leather. Honey-lane Market was 
abolished only a few years ago, and the Corporation School has been 
erected on its site. 

The following are the tolls and dues taken at these markets, which 
appear to be imposed by acts of Common Council, and not merely 
regulated by custom. 

Smithfield Market. 
Dues. 

Sheep, calf, and pig pens (permanent pens) \s. each, and hurdle pens, lOd. each. 

Tyes of beast, \d. each. 

Tyes of calves, \d. each. 

Tyes of horses, 2d. each. 

Hay duty, 6rf. per load, unless the property of freemen, &c., and \d. each entry 
of sale. 

Strav) duty, \d. each entry of sale. 
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Tolls. 

Sheep sold belonging to non-freemen, 2d. per score. 
Beasts sold belonging to non-freemen, 20(?. per score. 
Horses, id. each for entry of sale. 
Pigs, id. per score. 



Newgate Market, 

Tolls, Sic. ^_ ^_ 

For every bushel of fruit OJ 

For every maund (about two bushels) 1 

For every sieve OJ 

For every man's load 1 

For every cart drawn by one horse 4 

For every cart drawn by two horses 6 

For every waggon 1 

For every sack of potatoes 3 

For every hamper of meat 1 

For every bundle of ditto 2 

For every pack of ditto 6 

For every hamper or coop of poultry 1 

For every flat of butter, eggs, and poultry 1 

Shops and Hanging-rails. 
The rents are regulated according to the size, &c. 



Leadenhall Market. 

Poultry Market Tolls. ^ ^ 

For every basket, if pitched under cover 1^ 

„ not under cover 1 

Wholesale Meat Ma/rlcet. ^ ^ 

For a pack of meat above 40 stone 6 

,, under ditto 3 

Score of sheep or lambs 1 

Calf 2 

Quarter of beef 1 J 

Hamper of meat IJ 

Tray of beef 1 

Pig 1 

Cowntry Dealers, for Toll and use of Hanging-rail, S^c, 

s. d. 

Pig 3 

Basket of ofFal, &c 1^ 

Shops, &;c. 
The rents are regulated according to the size, &c. 
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Farringdon Market. 

Tolls, SjC. for Standings: 

Yearly Standings. 

For every waggon or cart-stand and pitching-stand, a rent after the rate of 9(?, 
per square foot per annum. 

Casual Standings'. 

For every waggon or contents of a waggon (except potatoes) to be pitched, 1^. 

For every cart or contents of a cart (except potatoes) to be pitched, 9rf. 

For every waggon or cart-stand, with or without pitching-stand adjoining, if by 
the day. Is. 

For every pitching-stand, without a waggon-stand, if by the day, &d. 

Potatoes, 2d. per sack, and at the rate of Is. per ton for any greater or less 
quantity. 

Vegetables or fruit in sacks, \d. per sack. 

Ditto, in baskets containing more than a sieve, Id. per basket. 

Ditto, ditto, containing a sieve or less, one halfpenny. 

Oranges per chest, id. 

Ditto per box, 2d. 

Pitching-stands under the roof of the building, if let to tenants of opposite shops, 
2s. per week. 

Ditto, if let to any other than such tenants, 5s. per week. 

For the use of the scales, halfpenny per draught. 

Shops. 
The rents are regulated according to size, &c. 



Billingsgate Market. 

Market Dues, 

Wliolesale stands, 54 feet superficial, each, including the use of table and a gas- 
light, 9s. per week. 

Retail stands, from 3s. to 5s. per week. 

Casual stands, 6(Z. per day. 

Sheds for muscle and other shell fish, Is. per day. 

Long or sea boats, oyster boats, and muscle boats Is. each. 

Long or sea boats, oyster boats and muscle boats. Is. each. 

Small boats (including plank) Is. Td. each. 

Vessel with salt fish or fruit, 2s. M. for first day, and Is. %d. every other day, 
including Is. for plank. 

Long boats, salt and fruit vessels, for plank Is. each. 

Wherries with salt or other fish. Is. each. 

Peter boats having salt water fish or fresh salmon, 6<?. each. 

Ditto having fresh water fish, 2d. each. 

Small or river boat with fish of foreigners, charged the same as long or sea boats. 

Oyster metage, halfpenny per bushel. 

Fish carriage with open bulk. Is. each. 

Pads and pots of fish, halfjpenny each. 

Mariet Dock Dues. 

Oyster boats for groundage (3 days) &d. per boat. 

Ditto, for use of ladder, &c., hd. per boat. 

Long or sea and small or river boats (except oyster boats), 2d. each. 

Salt vessels 2«. 6d. per day (including Is. for plank). 
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Statement of the Average Prices of Butcher^ Meat as sold in the London 
Markets, distinguisMnff the various kinds in each year from 1841 to 
18M inclusive. 



Description. 



Price per Stone of 8 lbs. 



1840. 



1841. 



1842. 



1843. 



1844. 



Inferior Beasts 

2nd class 

3rd class, (Large Prime) 

4th class, (Scots) 

Inferior Sheep 

2nd class 

3rd class, (Long Coarsed 1 
Wooled) j 

4th class, (South Downs) 

Lambs 

Coarse Calves 

Small Prime Calves 

Large Hogs 

Small Neat Porkers 



s. d, 
3 1 
3 6 

3 llf 

4 5f 
3 6 

3 lOi 

4 5 



d. 

4i 
9 

n 

64 



3 lOJ 

4 44 

4 11 

5 54 

4 11 

5 54 

4 54 
4 104 



». d. 

3 44 
3 7 

3 l\\ 

4 5J 
3 54 

3 10 

4 14 



4 5: 

5 5 
4 2 
4 9 
4 4 
4 10 



2 8f 

3 24 
3 7 
3 Wi 
3 04 
3 5 

3 10 

1 



3 111 



s. d, 

2 71- 

3 1 
3 5} 
3 10| 

2 11 

3 6i 

3 8J 
04 



34 



3 104 



An Account of the Total Number of Cattle and Sheep sold in Smithfeld 
Market in each Tear from 1833 to 1844 inclusiiie. 





1833 


Cattle. 


Bheep. 


Calves. 






152,093 


1,167,820 








1834 


162,485 


1,237,360 


... 








1835 


170,325 


1,381,540 










1836 


164,351 


1,219,510 










1837 


172,435 


1,329,010 


... 








1838 


183,362 


1,403,400 


... 








1839 


180,780 


1,360,250 


... 








1840 


177,497 


1,371,870 










1841 


194,298 


1,435,090 


I.. 








1842 


175,347 


1,468,960 










1843 


175,133 


1,571,760 


19,113 






1844 


186,191 


1,609,130 


19,011 





Previous to 1835, the City Markets were under the management of 
the City Lands' Committee, but in that year the duties of this Com- 
mittee, in their regard, were transferred to a special committee, which, 
in December, 1842, made a return of its duties as being, "to view 
the several markets; to let the shops, stalls, and standings, and see 
that the tolls are properly and faithfully collected and paid into the 
Chamber; to carry into execution the orders of the Common Council 
(originated by the Committee itself) in relation to alterations or im- 
provements in the markets; to prevent the sale of improper articles, and 
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institute legal proceedings for that purpose, if necessary; to audit the 
accounts of the collectors, and take securities from them ; to appoint the 
collector and the constables of the Poultry Market, Leadenhall, the 
constable of Newgate Market, and a beadle and watchman in Farring- 
don Market." This superintendence extends also to the residence of 
the collector of Smithfield Market in Durham Yard*. Two hundred 
pounds is allowed to this Committee yearly for its entertainmentst. It 
holds its business meetings on the third Friday in each month. The gross 
produce of the market tolls and dues in 1833, was £.18,013 18s 4f^. ; 
in 1839, £19,427 10s. O^d. ; in 1840, £19,205 16s. 6d. ; in 1841, 
£18,944 8s. 8d., and in 1842, £18,204 17s. O^d. 

Income from and Expenditure upon the Markets of the City of London in the 
year 1842, from the Corporation "Statement of the Produce and Expendi- 
ture of the City's Estate, 1842." 

Income. ^ ,_ ^_ 

Leadenhall Market 2,501 5 11 

Newgate Market 3,941 11 1 

Farringdon Market 997 16 2 

Smithfield Market 7,201 12 2 

Billingsgate Market, including payments under the ar- 
rangements for purchasing the rights of alienation of 
certain officers of the Lord Mayor's household, pur- 
suant to the Order of the Court of Common Council 
of the 20th December, 1822 3,562 11 8^ 

Total 18,204 17 0§ 

Expenditure. 

Leadenhall Market......... ....> 1,542 7 1 

Newgate Market 1,134 13 9 

Farringdon Market 876 11 8 

Smithfield Market 1,778 15 8 

Billingsgate Market 1,581 14 

To several officers of the Lord Mayor's Household, the 
allowances payable in compensation for surrendering 
to the Corporation the right of alienating their places, 
and for other advantages given up by them connected 
with the profits of Billingsgate Market, &;c., pur- 
suant to an arrangement made with the Court of 

Common Council 30th January, 1823 1,555 5 lO 

To the Market's Committee, one year's allowance, per 

order Court of Common Council, 16th February, 1838 200 
Miscellaneous market charges and expenses ..,„.... 209 16 1 

Total 8,879 4 1 

Balanceinfavour of the City's cash ^69,325 12 1I§ 

* Minutes of Common Council, 19th Dec, 1842, pp. 287-8. 
t Order of Common Council, l6th Feb., 1838. 
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Appointment and Emoluments of the Officers and Servants of the Corporation employed in 

the City Markets in 1833. 

(From the Report of the Revenue Committee of the Court of Common Council in 1836, and the Report of 

the Corporation Inquiry Commissioners, laid before Parliament in 1837, &c.) 



Officers. 



By whom 
Appointed. 



Emoloaients. 



Nature of Emoluments. 



From 
City's Cash. 



From 

other 

Sources. 



Total. 



Smithfibld 
Market. 
CoUectort 
Thos. Shank, suc- 
ceeded in 1841 by 
Wm. Shank. 



Assistant CollecioTt 
Thomas Field. 



Collector 0/ Tolls, 
Henry J. Tarling. 



Assistant Collector 

of Tolls, 

William Shank. 



Annually by the 
Comrt of Common 
Council, £1,000 
security. 



Annually by the 
Committee of City 
Lands, £200 se- 
security. 

By the Chamber- 
lain. 



By the Chamber- 
lain. 



Allowance per annum 

Fees and emoluments 

Estimated value of residence 



U Subject to deduction for ex- 
penses and assistance of ^41 4*. 

Salary 

Fees 



£ s. d. 

250 

30 



£ s. d. 
16 4 



Allowance for collecting tolls . . 

Fees, &o 

IT Subject to expense of £20 i6s. 

for assistance in collecting 

pig toll. 

Allowance on collection 

Other emoluments 



Newgate Market, 

Collector, 

William Fisher. 

Constable, 
3. B. Kentish. 



IiEADBNHALL 

Market. 
Collector of Meat 

Market, 
Robert Curties. 

Collector of Poultry 
Market, 

Thos. Dawson, suc- 
ceeded in 1840 by 
Wm. Davidson. 

Constable, 
John Orimes. 



Annually by the 
Common Council, 
£1,000 security. 
Annually by the 
Markets* Com- 
mittee. 



Diuring pleasure 
by the Court of 
Common Council; 
i£500 secmity. 

Annually by the 
Markets* Com- 
mittee ; £500 se- 
curity. 



Annually by the 
Markets* Com- 
mittee. 



The Chamberlain, besides 
making these two appoint- 
ments, has an allowance for 
keeping the account and 
superintending the said tolls 
of,perannum 

Total of Smithfield Market. . 

Commission of £i per cent, onl 
the amount of rent, tolls, &c. J 



Allowance 305. per week 

Expense of great coat, hat, and) 
boots, yearly J 

Total of Newgate Market . . 

Allowance for collection of' 
rents, &c ; 

Allowance on tolls from non-l 
freemen j 

For collection of rents, &c. . 
Allowance on casual tolls . . . 



Allowance 30*. per week 

Expense of great coat, hat, and 1 
boots, yearly ...j 

Total of Leadenhall Market 

Carried over 



2„0 
SO 

107 11 



16 4 



8 7 



54 12 



3 4 



38 1 4 



100 



592 3 



78 
7 7 



237 1 11 



72 16 



72 16 



78 
7 2 



14 S 
6 10 



£ J. d. 



296 4 



63 7 



118 1 



67 12 4 



630 4 4 



100 



86 7 



237 1 11 



87 1 
79 6 

85 3 



251 9 



1,059 18 11 



68 16 4 



1,118 16 3 
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Appointment mid Emoluments of the Officers and Set-vants of the Corporation employed in 
the City Markets in 1833. — (Continued.) 



OiScers. 



By whom 
Appointed. 



Emoluments. 



Nature of Emoluments. 



From 
City's Casb 



From 

other 

Sources. 



Farringdok 

Market. 

Principal Market 

Ctei-k or Collector, 

A. W. I. Harrison. 



Second Clerk or 
Assistant Collector, 
Bichard Freeman. 



Constable, 
James Lloyd. 



Watchmen y 

Sheridan and 

Johnson. 



Honey Lane 
Market. 
Collector, 

George Pead. 



BriiLlNGSOATE 

Mark ST. 

Clerk and Collector. 

John Goldham, also 
First Serjeant of 
the Chamber, a 
Yeoman " of the 
"Water Side, and- 
a Salt Meter. 



Assistant Clerkand 

Collector, 
Michael Hurlock. 

l^irst Labourer and 

Constable, 

John Robinson. 

Detector of Bad 

Fish, 
■ — " ■ Searle. 

Second Labourer 
and Constable, 
David Hoiley. 



Brought forward 



Annually by the 
Committee of City 
Lands under spe- 
cial order of the 
Court of Common 
Council; ^^1,000 
security. 

By the Committee 
of City Lands J 
^1,000 security. 



Annually by the 
Committee of City 
Lands. 

By the Markets' 
Committee. 



Annually by the 
Committeeof City 
Lands; £1,(00 se- 
curity. 



Nominated by the 
Committeeof City 
Lands, and ap- 
pointed by the 
Common Coun- 
cil; £1,000 se- 
curity. 



During pleasure 
by the Clerk. 



Appointed by the 
Clerk and Col- 
lector. 



Appointed by the 
Clerk and Col- 
lector. 



Salary 

Estimated value of residence! 
per annum J 



Salary £2 6s. per week. 



Allowance £l lOs. per week . . . . 

Expense of hat, coat, and boots,) 

yeai'ly J 

Allowance of 23s. each per week 
Coat every third or fourth year 

Total of Farringdon Market 



£ s. d. 

1,059 18 11 

130 

30 



119 12 



78 fl 
7 7 



£ s. d. 
58 16 4 



£ s. d. 
1,118 15 3 



119 12 
15 



485 16 



Allowance 10*. per week. 



Total of Honey Lane Market 
IT The market discontinued 
31st December, 1834. 



Salary per Order Common 1 

Council J 

Gratuity for extra services. . . 



Allowance £2 per week 

Expense of great coat, hat, and i 
boots, yearly _ 



Allowance per annum , 



300 
100 



104 
9 6 6 



65 



Allowance per annum 12 



Allowance per annum 

Total of Billingsgate Market 
Totftl expenses of collection, &c. 







642 6 6 



119 12 



85 7 



120 17 



113 6 6 
65 



642 6 6 



2,208 1 5 S8 16 4 2 266 17 9 
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Detail of the Expenses of the Mariets in 1833. 



[Nov. 



Leadenhall 

Newgate 

Smithfield Rents 

Farringdon 

Honey Lane 

Billingsgate 

Smithfield Tolls 

Allowance to Mr. Comp- 
troller for managing 
the Market Accounts 



Collecting and 

other 

Expenses. 



£ s. d. 
272 16 4 
246 8 
861 5 
481 16 
27 6 
731 7 
275 13 



Tajces, Rates, 



£ s. d. 

396 2 6 

654 10 

1,061 13 10 

1,177 9 2 

130 11 

656 5 



Repairs. 



£ s. d. 
115 13 6 



104 7 

469 16 

127 10 

5 4 



1,064 15 6 



£ s. 

784 12 

1,005 5 

2,392 15 

1,786 15 

163 2 

2,452 7 

275 13 



d. 

4 

6 

3 

9 

3 

Sh 





150 



9,010 12 H 



From City's Cash 8,955 

From other sources 55 



d. 
54 



^9,010 12 14 
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Chamberlain's Office. B. W. Scott. 

" The charge for taxes, &c.," states the Report of the Corporation 
Commissioners, " includes a sum paid to the Commissioners of Sewers 
for cleansing and lighting the markets. Billingsgate is lighted by the 
Corporation, where the gas must be turned on at a very early hour in 
the morning. Farringdon Market is the only one which is insured ; 
that is done in consequence of the liability of the Corporation to 
Government for one-half of the profits. The salaries of the market 
officers are paid out of the proceeds, before they are paid over to the 
Chamber." (§ 340.) The fabrics of several of the markets labour 
under great disadvantages, and nearly all except Farringdon Market 
are very much confined, especially Leadenhall Market, which is so ill 
ventilated as to threaten the public health. 

From the preceding account is expunged the item of £3,526 3s., 
paid by the public in fees to the oyster meters at Billingsgate, which 
had been entered by the City accountant, since this item has strictly 
no more connexion with the market than has the metage of corn with 
the exchange in Mark-lane, or that of fruit with the Farringdon Market. 
Were it retained it would present the absurdity of an expenditure of 
£4,168 9«. 6cZ. in the mere collection of only £3,472 13s. 8|(?.; while 
it is in reality only £642 6s. 6<i. The sum collected by the oyster 
meters is on account of the metage dues upon all measurable articles 
brought by the Thames, levied originally to defray the expenses of 
providing standard measures, and seeing to their use between buyer 
and seller, in bargains made on the river or its banks; a duty in some 
degree analogous to the assay of weights and measures, and the 
enforcement of the use of just ones in the City at large. 

The sum brought from the whole of the five provision markets 
in the City's cash, in the year 1833, was £18,013 18s. 4f<;?., of which 
£3,472 13s. 8|c?. was derived from that of Billingsgate, a sum which 
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appears to include the dues of the " Cocket Office," which are fees 
supposed to be paid for the Mayor's permission to land certain articles, 
which, after deducting a per centage for collection, is paid over to the 
Mayor. The total expense of collecting the above is seen to have been 
o£'2,272 17s. dd. ; and the further cost of the markets in taxes, repairs, 
&c., £6,737 14s. 4i(7., making a total of £9,010 3 2*. \ld. Of this 
sum, nearly the whole, or £8,955 6s. 5|c?. was paid out of the City's 
cash, to which the markets therefore yielded, in 1833, a net profit of 
£9,058 lis. l\\d., less the small amount of cocket dues paid to the 
Mayor out of the Billingsgate account. On the Farringdon Market 
there was a loss of about £400, besides £520 14s. %d., expended on 
account of the " Removal Fund" in that year, under the Act of the 5th 
George IV., for removing and rebuilding Fleet Market, now called 
Farringdon Market, viz. , £374 1 5s. for erecting sheds, and £1 45 19s. 9d. 
for conveyancing expenses, insurance, &c. 

The removal fund, by which the market was removed out of the 
space now forming Farringdon Street, into the new market-house on 
its north side, was a borrowed sum of no less than £150,000, to which 
£31,000 was afterwards added; and £110,000 of these sums had to be 
paid out of the city's revenue in 1833, its interest being in the mean- 
time a further annual charge in addition to the preceding deficit. 

The claim maintained by the Corporation of the city of London — 
the municipal government of one-tenth of the town — to a monopoly of 
markets, so far as they shall choose, for the whole of it, because the 
outlying portions of the metropolis occupy the formerly rural districts, 
over which its common law right of exclusive market extended, has been 
on successive occasions relinquished. 

But in one particular it is still used to continue the infliction upon 
the whole metropolis of the dangerous and disgusting nuisance of the 
Smithfield Cattle Market. Beyond the interests of a few local trades- 
men, the only ostensible ground for dragging into the centre of the 
metropolis the whole of the vast traffic in live cattle for the food of its 
inhabitants, is that the Corporation may secure its profit of £3,700 to 
£4,000 per annum from this source. To obtaining compensation for this, 
the Corporation would find not the least difficulty; but it would appear 
almost as though it were the nuisance itself, and not the public revenue, 
which they defend; for they did not hesitate to spend £6,997 15s. Zd., 
or two years' net income, in opposing the Islington Market Bill in 
1834-5*; or £29,665 4*. \d. more, in enlarging the market, and thereby 
enlarging the nuisance, in 1836-8t, being a total sacrifice of about ten 
years' revenue, or half the whole value, rather than permit relief to 
the inhabitants of the metropolis from absolute danger in encountering 
the drovers with their goaded cattle, when they might have efiectually 
secured, by an arrangement in Parliament, their own full revenue, and 
even the private vested interests in the nuisance. The legal claim of 
the Corporation to levy tolls as they do on the ground newly thrown 
into the market is exceedingly doubtful. Indeed, opinions have been 
given against it by their own officers. 

Exchisive of this ground, there is but an area of less than four acres 
and a half, originally, as its name implies, an open field outside the 

* Common Council Minutes of 1836, p. 270. 
t Common Council Minutes, 22n(l Nov., 1838, p. 310. 
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town, but now inclosed in its very heart, and accessible on almost 
every side only through the narrowest and most constantly thronged 
streets in the metropolis. It is occupied partly by pens for sheep and 
pigs, and partly by open thoroughfares in which the cattle stand; and 
IS surrounded by a wooden rail to which as many cattle as can stand 
or lie side by side are tied by the neck. But its entire area is often 
quite insufficient to accommodate the vast numbers of cattle which are 
seeking to press into it; and much of the time, even of the butchers 
themselves, is taken up in the market in providing for their personal 
safety. Four times the space would be required for the proper disposal 
of this vast amount of animal life without injury to itself, and conse- 
quently to the wholesomeness of the consumers' food; the wretchedness 
of the accommodation causing a rush to secure some portion of it, most 
injurious to the cattle themselves, and most disgusting to the public; 
commencing as it does in the after part of every Sunday in the year. 
The heat, filth, disorder, danger, and cruelty thus generated in the 
midst of the metropolis, sometimes baffle all description, and offer 
ample though unavailing employment for Societies for the Protection of 
Animals, the Suppression of Vice, and the Observanceof the Sabbath*. 
The cattle alone receive more injury in pecuniary value on the day 
they are taken to market, than during their whole journey to reach it; 
the total loss thus inflicted on the community being probably ten times 
the value of the City's net profit from the market. Did there exist in the 
metropolis even any such authority as a board of health, which should 
place this nuisance before the Legislature in its true light, there would be 
some hope of the resistance of the Common Council, advocating only the 
views and interests of the neighbouring publicans, being effectually over- 
come. In the middle of the last century, even, we find Smithfield Market 
denounced as having long been the monster nuisance of the town. 

" The intolerable practice of holding a market for the sale of live 
cattle in the centre of the metropolis has been loudly and justly com- 
plained of for many years past, but no redress has yet been given, nor 
indeed any attention paid to the repeated remonstrances made against 
a nuisance at once extremely dangerous, as well as inelegant and mcon- 
venient. The almost total inattention of the generality of mankind 
to everything which does not immediately concern their own interest, 
has hitherto prevented the citizens of London from taking cognizance 
of a nuisance which it is undoubtedly both their interest "and^duty to 
remove; the same inattention, or something worse, has likewise pre- 
vented them from considering that, with regard to this very circum- 
stance, their forefathers were much wiser than their descendants ; for 
they may please to recollect, that when London was a city, that is, had 
regular walls and gates, this very market was obliged to be kept in 
Smithfield, or the Smiths' Field, a field without the walls, near enough 
to the centre of the metropohs to render it convenient, but at the saine 
properly situated to prevent those inconveniences which at this time 
are so justly complained of. At the same time we find that the 
slaughter-houses were situated in and about Butcher-hall Lane, 
between Newgate and Aldersgate, and probably nowhere else; which 
situation, from its vicinity to Smithfield, was extremely proper, and 
prevented the cattle from being driven through the streets of the city; 
* See the Evidence of tbe Rev. Daniel Wilson, now Bishop of Calcutta, and many 
others, before the Smithfield Market Committee of 1828. Sess. 1828, No. 551. 
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but as in succeeding times the suburbs began to be extended in a 
prodigious degree, Smithfield became not only surrounded M'ith houses, 
but with streets also; and at length by the demolition of the city walls 
and gates, is become much too nearly situated in the heart of the 
metropolis; a circumstance which was manifestly never intended by 
our forefathers. It is a great pity therefore, that in regard to the lives 
and safeties of the people, as well as of elegance and decorum, this 
market is not removed to some convenient spot near the Islington 
Road; either between that road and the suburbs, or at the back part 
of Islington. This market might be formed into a regular and spacious 
square, surrounded with slaughter-houses and other necessary buildings 
adapted to the several purposes of this kind of business; and the whole 
might be so contrived as not to be offensive even in point of appearance; 
in such a place the beasts might be sold, and be killed by the purchasers, 
and afterwards removed to the several markets. • • If such 
a scheme was to be put in execution, the removal of the market would 
give a fine opportunity to the city of London for converting Smithfield 
into a noble regular square, which might be applied either for the 
purpose of trade, or else as dwellings for merchants and people of 
opulence, as should be found most convenient*." 

-Appended to a Report of a Committee for letting the City's Lands, 
delivered May 13th, 1796, is the " Substance of the Cutting Butchers' 
Petition and Allegations offered to the Right Hon. the Lord Mayor, 
Aldermen, and Common Council, for an alteration of one of the Smith- 
field markets from Friday to Thursday," in which it is stated — " First, 
that cattle killed immediately as they came from market, their flesh and 
fat are in a heated, fermented, and unsettled state, which renders the 
meat of them liable, in hot weather, to instant putrefaction, whereby 
cutting retail butchers suffer a great loss as a trading body; and every 
summer an incredible quantity of animal food is wholly lost to the 
publict." And they subsequently state that the cattle, sheep, and 
lambs " while in Smithfield are more agitated, as also the manner in 
which they are driven home, than they are in all the driving on the road 
preceding that time J ." In this state must the cattle necessarily be killed, 
while the slaughter-houses are in the town, to the great injury of the 
public health, even where actual putrefaction may not have occurred. 

In 1808-9, a memorial signed by 177 landowners and graziers, 99 
salesmen and butchers, and 30 inhabitants of Smithfield, and others, 
interested in the business transacted in Smithfield Market, was pre- 
sented to the Lords of His Majesty's Privy Council for Trade, showing, — 
"That the ancient market-place at Smithfield is much too small to con- 
tain the live cattle necessary for the supply of the immensely-increased 
and increasing population of the metropolis and its environs; — that the 
cattle often bruise and lame, and sometimes trample upon and kill 
each other, by being confined for hours together in a crowded state 
in the market; and some of them are maimed or bruised in a shocking 
manner by the waggons, carts, or drays driven through Smithfield 
during market hours; — That the buyers cannot go between or among 
the beasts in their very crowded state at market, to examine them, 
without danger of sustaining serious bodily injury; — That the cattle 

* " London and Westminster Improved," by John Gwynn. 4to., London, 
1766, pp. 18, 29, 20. 

t Appendix to City Lands Committee's Report, p. 19. J Ibid., p. 27. 
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sold in Smithfield exceed in value £5,000,000 per annum, and the loss 
sustained by the owners of the cattle from the above-mentioned causes, 
occasioned by the want of room in the market-place, is not less than 
£40,000 per annum; — That many representations have been made to 
the Corporation of London (as proprietors of the market) for redress, 
and the Corporation have caused several applications to be made to 
Parliament during the last six years for powers to enlarge the market- 
place, but no Act has passed for that purpose." Further, that the 
plans proposed by the Corporation, but with no prospect of their 
accomplishment, for the enlargement of the area to six acres and a 
half, were wholly inadequate for the transaction of a rapidly-increasing 
business, which already demanded not less than twelve acres for its 
accommodation. This memorial was forwarded to the Lord Mayor by 
Lord Bathurst, President of the Board of Trade, with a letter stating 
that " some remedy must be applied, and the measure ought to ori- 
ginate from the City," and recommending its removal to an entirely new 
area. A sub- committee of the City Lands Committee was accord- 
ingly appointed to investigate into the subject; they had various areas 
to the north of the town surveyed, but endeavoured by a deputation to 
urge upon the Board of Trade the propriety rather of enlarging the old 
market, representing the views of the neighbouring citizens, which are 
summed up in their final objection, that " another consequence of the 
removal will be the increase in value of the estates of ' foreigners,' (all 
subjects not citizens of London) while those of the citizens will be 
reduced in the same proportion. Should we not call that nation 
improvident which parted with several branches of its commerce? 
And yet this is exactly the case with the removal of the present market; 
for if the memorial presented to the Boards of Trade bo correct, five 
millions of money is paid in the market yearly. Let the Corporation 
of London obtain whatever Acts of Parliament it may, the places con- 
tiguous to the market will receive the ready money of those who resort 
to it; and, instead of supporting the families and interests of the 
citizens of London, it will absolutely be taken from them to supply 
those who are considered by our charters as aliens. The injury which 
the citizens of London (i. e. the 'City') received by the loss of trade by 
the erection of the New Docks! is now become too apparent; a new 
town is arising about them, which will eventually take to itself a great 
part of the trade of the City: wherever the shipping interest is, a great 
portion of the trade of the town is carried ; and nothing we can do will 
arrest it in its progress*.^' 

But their Lordships of the Board of Trade, "after considerable 
discussion on the subject, distinctly stated that such enlargement 
would by no means afford the accommodation required, particularly 
in a place so much intersected with public streets and ways, and much 
less provide for such progressive increase of the business of the market 
as might reasonably be expected; and therefore it appeared to their 
Lordships that the removal of the market was necessary, to the nearest 
and most convenient situation, at which not less than twelve acres of 
uninterrupted space could be obtained. And their Lordships inti- 
mated that for such an important purpose it was probable that Parlia- 
ment would grant powers to compel the owners and occupiers of 

* Appendix to Committee of City Lands Report, 2nd March, 1809, pp. 10, 11. 
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grounds eligibly situated, to sell the same at such prices as should be 
estimated hy a jury in the usual manner. And their Lordships again 
stated, that they entertained no doubt but that the jurisdiction of the 
City would be extended to the site of such new market*." 

Influenced by this reasoning, the Select Committee resolved (and 
their resolutions were adopted by the Committee) — "That it is the 
opinion of this Committee that Smithfield Market ought to be removed;" 
and — "That it is the opinion of this Committee, that Lord Northamp- 
ton's estate, called the Spa Field, containing about 16 acres, is the most 
eligible place to which Smithfield Market ought to be removed; either 
as regarding contiguity to the present site of Smithfield, or the natural 
and local situation of the Spa Field for the purposes of market." 

But the moment that the efforts of Government were relaxed, all 
progress towards improvement ceased, and a renewed agitation on the 
part of the public in 1828, terminated only in rather a rambling report 
of a Commons' Committee, which, instead of giving some form and 
body to the public wants, referred the subject back again, expressly 
for continued contention, between the Corporation and the public. 
The Committee " trusted public attention would be seriously called to 
the subject, and that the Corporation of London would give every 
facility to the adoption of effectual remedies. Those remedies should 
embrace as well the removal of the nuisance of the market, and conse- 
quently driving of live stock through the streets, as to the improve- 
ment of the present system of slaughtering cattle; and adopted with 
due consideration of the rights of individuals, the convenience of the 
trade, and the welfare of the public, would confer a most important 
benefit on the inhabitants of this great and increasing metropolist." 

The next serious attempt to break through the nuisance was made by 
an individual, Mr. John Perkins, who, seeing that the public interests 
and his own might be made to coincide, constructed a very extensive 
cattle market at Islington, near Ball's Pond; in 1835, procured an Act 
of Parliament establishing a market there (6 & 7 AVilliam IV., c. 68) ; 
and in 1836, endeavoured to procure another Act for abolishing Smith- 
field Market, on compensation being made to the Corporation. But 
the contest having now assumed the character of a personal struggle 
between two parties, each having interests very extensively involved, the 
Corporation, as the strongest, prevailed; and after his defeat, as it is the 
nature of the trade that all must go to one mart, Mr. Perkins offered the 
sale of his market to them, since they would not allow the transference 
of -theirs to him. Petitions of graziers, salesmen, butchers, inhabitants, 
and others, were now poured in upon the Common Council, entreating the 
removal of the market J, but their victory gave confidence to the narrow 
spirit from which this body can never wholly emancipate itself. Their 
prayer was denied; but the additions, already noticed, were made to the 
market, though without legal sanction, to stop the general outcry. 

Nevertheless, these attempts to squeeze the live cattle market of 
the metropolis into Smithfield will ultimately fail as signally as the 
notable attempt to squeeze the metropolis itself into the City, after the. 
great fire; for the inconveniences which still remain are unbearable 

* Sub-Committee's Report, p. 5. 

t Second Report from Select Committee on the State of Smithfield Market, 
1828. No. 551, p. 9. 

X Common CouncE Minutes, 8th June, 1837, p. 157. 
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even to the dealers themselves; and so early as December (1842) a 
petition was presented to the Common Council by the sheep salesmen, 
for some further enlargement or alteration with regard to the market, 
which should give a sufficient accommodation to their stock*. 

The markets of Newgate and Leadenhall are likewise places dis- 
graceful to any large city at the present day. They are in fact great 
slaughtering places as well as markets, in which the cattle are killed 
and flayed in dark, confined, and filthy cellars, in some of which from 
fifty to a hundred sheep together will be confined in the closest possible 
space, until the working butchers shall have successively dispatched 
the whole of them. The influences upon the public health from these 
sinks of garbage, precisely at the places to which so much of the popu- 
lation resort for traffic, will become obvious to any one who shall visit 
the localities, more by olfactory indications than by any evidence to 
the eyes in the thoroughfare, since the whole laboxir is performed under 
ground, in a space still more confined than that into which the business 
of these markets is itself with great inconvenience compressed. The 
whole of the slaughtering business ought to be expelled from the heart 
of the town, at whatever cost; and the market of Newgate might 
then, supposing the live cattle market also removed, occupy the fine 
space afforded by Smithfield, while that from which it was removed, 
would, with some small contiguous properties, present the means of 
accomplishing the much-desired enlargement of Newgate Gaol. 

The Commons' Committee of 1828, stated that they would "rejoice 
at the establishment of slaughter-houses on an improved plan, which, 
by affording every facility to the butcher, might introduce a better 
system, and one to which those connected with the trade might be 
induced voluntarily to resort. Such establishments (for there should 
be, in their opinion, several in the environs of London) would well 
merit the patronage of the public, to whose opinion, on szich a subject, if 
strongly manifested, the butchers must yield, and from, whose decision 
there could be no appeal\." The light sense of legislative duty exhibited 
in thus referring it to the public to act for themselves, without confer- 
ring any municipal means of combined action, is not less remarkable 
than the total failure which necessarily accompanies each attempt to 
follow such advice. For instance, in 1838, the inhabitants of the 
eastern parts of the metropolis, not knowing how else to proceed, peti- 
tioned the Common Council for some relief from the inconvenience and 
danger to which they were exposed by the driving of cattle through 
Aldgate High Street, to the several slaughter-houses there and in the 
neighbourhood; but the next year they simply got the answer, that 
nothing could be done for them J. 

The markets in other parts of the metropolis, under various local Acts, 
besides the unsuccessful Islington Cattle Market above mentioned, are 
chiefly for vegetables and fruit, such as Covent Garden Market, the 
BoroughMarket, Hungerford Market, Portman Market, Fitzroy Market, 
Newport Market, Clare Market. Southwark, however, has also a skin 
market; and at Hungerford is a considerable fish market. There are 
likewise markets for provender in different parts of the town. 

* Common Council Minutes, 8th December, 1842. 

t Commons' Committee's Report on Smithfield Market, Sess. 1828, No. 551 , p. 6. 

t Common Council Minutes, 18th July, 1839. 



